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CITY OF MELROSE 

AMENDMENTS TO REVISED ORDINANCES 

CHAPTER 24 (ZONING ORDINANCE) 

PASSED AFTER 1972 

 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 16985-C - Amending in whole the Zoning Ordinance of the City 

of Melrose  (November 27, 1972). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 17857 - Amending Table of Use and Parking Regulations Article 

V, Section 5.4, by adding "S" under BB & BC as part of Item #12  (April 17, 1973). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 17858 - Amending Article VI, adding to Table of Dimensional 

and Density Regulations a figure 5 on line beginning with letters BA for "any permitted 

use" in place of the word "none" under column headed Minimum Yards, front (feet)  

(April 17, 1973). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 17859 - Amending Article VI, Section 6.7, in reference to 

accessory swimming pools requirements conforming to sections of Chapter 23 (Building 

Code Ordinance)  (April 17, 1973). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 18052 - Amending Article IV, Section 4.3, adding at end of 

paragraph the words "except as hereinafter provided"  (July 16, 1973). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 18053 - Amending Article IX, Section 9.2, on existing structure 

on non-conforming lot, etc.  (August 6, 1973). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 18467 - Amending Article VI, Section 6.2, adding "town houses" 

to UR-B and UR-C to Table of Dimensional and Density Regulations  (December 2, 

1974). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 18561 - Amending Article II, Definitions, Section 2.1, "Family" to 

insert ", provided dwelling is owner occupied," after word "including" and before "not 

more than three lodgers or roomers taken for hire."  (December 2, 1974). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 18562 - Amending Article II, Definitions, Section 2.1, "Special 

Exception (Special Permit)" to insert "on approval and issuance of a special permit by the 

Board" in place of "the approval of the Board."  (December 2, 1974). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 18563 - Amending Article V, Table of Use and Parking 

Regulations, Section 5.4, under Parking Code change "P" to "T" and Section 8.1 under 

Table of Off-Street Parking Regulations, the Parking Code T and explanation  (December 

2, 1974). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 18564 - Amending Article VI, Dimensional and Density 

Regulations, Section 6.8, cl. 1, on page 6-3, changes in residential uses  (December 2, 

1974). 

 



ii 

 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 18565 - Amending Article VII, Section 7.4, under 2(a.) and (d.), 

changing wall sign area from 150 square feet to 100; delete paragraph (b)‚ altogether, 

moving up (c.) and (d.) to be (b.) and (c.) respectively; Section 7.6, Non-conforming 

Signs, removed within five years instead of ten years from November 27, 1972 adoption 

date  (December 2, 1974). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 18566 - Amending Article XI, Special Exception Conditions, 

Section 11.4, Cluster Residential Development, necessary technical changes to add SR. to 

statements made under (c.) and (d.)  (December 2, 1974). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 19530 - Affecting zoning changes in Administration and 

Enforcement, Special Permits and Conditions, Removal and Filling, Home Occupation, 

etc.  (June 6, 1977). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 19531 - Amending Zoning Map by re-designation of certain 

zoning districts or portion thereof so as to allow Special Permits under procedures for 

Design Review  (June 6, 1977). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 19532 - Amending Zoning Map by re-designation of certain 

zoning district or portion thereof so as to allow Special Permits under procedures for 

Design Review  (June 6, 1977). 

 

Aldermanic Order No.19696 - Amending Zoning Map to move district line between BD 

district and UR-A district on certain portion of Rowe Street, etc., etc.  (December 19, 

1977). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 19676-C - Amending Table of Use and Parking Regulations by 

adding Item 18, etc., etc.  (February 21, 1978). 

 

Aldermanic Order No.19676-D - Relative to striking out Screening and Buffers, etc., etc., 

in Dimensional and Density Regulations, etc.  (February 21, 1978). 

 

Aldermanic Order No.19703 - Relative to Table of Use and Parking Regulations, etc. in 

District BA and BA-1 on line 17, striking out symbol "P" and replacing with symbol "S"  

(February 21, 1978). 

 

Aldermanic Order No.20051 - Amending Zoning Map to shift two lots on Porter Street, 

Nos. 33 and 39, and lot on East Emerson Street, No. 56, from BD District to UR-A 

Residential  (December 18, 1978). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 20052 - Amending Article V, Section 5.4, Table of Use and 

Parking Regulations, changing parts of 14 and 14A, permitting lodging units as accessory 

uses to single residences in UR-A zone by special permit only, etc., etc.  (December 18, 

1978). 
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Aldermanic Order No. 20053 - Amending Article VIII, Off-Street Parking and Loading 

Regulations, Parking Code J, Hospital, change from 1.75 per bed at design capacity to 

1.50 per bed at design capacity  (December 18, 1978). 

 

Aldermanic Order No.20211 - Amending Sections 6.7 and 6.8, Article VI, Dimensional 

and Density Regulations, regarding swimming pools, awnings, and vision at intersections  

(December 18, 1978). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 20531 - Amending Chapter 24, Zoning Map, to change district 

line between UR-B and UR-D permitting development of multifamily housing in the 

Coolidge School  (April 7, 1980). 

 

Aldermanic Order No.20550 - Amending Article VIII, Off-Street Parking and Loading 

Regulations, Section 8.9 - Municipal Parking Lots use by structures in certain areas 

without requirement of special exception  (May 19, 1980). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 729 - Amending Zoning Map, area east of Lebanon Street, north 

of Malvern Street, west of Faxon and Gooch Streets and south of Upham Street, changing 

from UR-B to UR-A  (July 16, 1984). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 730 - Amending Zoning Map, area west of Boston & Maine 

Railroad, south of Brunswick Park and north of West Wyoming Avenue, changing from 

UR-B to UR-A  (July 16, 1984). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 731 - Amending Zoning Map, area consisting of three sub-areas 

near corner of Franklin and Greenwood Streets, changing from UR-C to UR-A  (July 16, 

1984). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 675 - Amending Article IV, Interpretation and Application by 

inserting after Section 4.4 new Section 4.5, Temporary Moratorium  (July 16, 1984). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 515 - Amending Zoning Map, by moving district line between 

UR-D and BA-1 permitting development of Community Center  (November 15, 1984). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 957 - Amending Article IX, Nonconforming Uses, Structures and 

Lots, Section 9.2 - Extension and Alteration  (February 19, 1985). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 1472 - Amending Zoning Map, area fronting on Main Street and 

West Wyoming Avenue, changing from UR-D to UR-C; areas on Waverly Place 

changing from UR-D to UR-B; and areas on East Wyoming Avenue, Mt. Vernon Street 

and Mt. Vernon Avenue, changing from UR-D to UR-B  (December 1, 1986). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 1453-A - Amending Zoning Ordinance by adding Article XV - 

Flood Plain Districts, to conform with requirements under Section 1361 of the National 

Flood Insurance Act of 1968  (May 4, 1987). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 1575 - Amending Article VIII - Off Street Parking and Loading 

Regulations, Section 8.1 B (Off Street Parking Requirements), amended by striking out 1 
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1/2 per dwelling unit and inserting in place thereof 2 per dwelling unit  (May 4, 1987). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 1650 - Amending Zoning Map, area bounded by Main Street, 

boundary line of Malden and Melrose, M.B.T.A. railroad tracks, and Banks Place, 

changing from I, UR-C, and BC to BB-1.  Amending Section 5.4 - Table of Use and 

Parking Regulations under Retail Service Commercial adding new use relating to planned 

business development..  Amending Section 11.11, the first paragraph, subsection 2, 

subsection 5, and subsection 11 relating to planned business development  (May 4, 1987). 

Aldermanic Order No. 1691-A - Amending Article 6.2, Table of Dimensional and 

Density Regulations under UR-A, two-family dwelling and town house delete minimum 

lot area of "5,000 per dwelling unit"  (July 20, 1987). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 1691-C - Amending Article II, DEFINITIONS,  by deleting the 

existing definition of town house and inserting the following in place thereof:  "A row of 

at least three but not more than five 1-family attached dwelling units whose side walls are 

separated from other dwelling units by a fire wall or walls.  Each unit in the row may be 

owned by a separate owner."  (July 20, 1987). 

 

Aldermanic Order No.1692-A - Amending Article 6.2, Table of Dimensional and Density 

Regulations, by deleting the word "other" from the second use listed under UR-C/UR-D, 

etc.  (July 20, 1987). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 2111 - Amending Section 8.10 (Parking & Loading Space 

Standards) by striking out the words "containing over five (5) spaces."  (October 16, 

1989). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 2312 - Amending Article V (Table of Use) and Article II 

(Definitions), various additions relating to Public/Private Utility Cabinets  (October 16, 

1989). 

 

Aldermanic Order No.1735 - Amending Article II, DEFINITIONS, after the definition 

for Floor Area Ratio and before the definition for Garage add definition for Frontage.   In 

Section 6.8.10 after the words:  Table of Dimensional and Density Regulations insert a 

period and delete ", except ...... requirement."  In Section 6.2, Table of Dimensional and 

Density Regulations, add the words "frontage and" between min. and lot width in the 

heading  (December 7, 1989). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 1573 - Amending Article V, Section 5.4, Table of Use & Parking 

Regulations, by inserting #1 "One-family detached dwelling: One-family with in-law 

apartment with permitted uses set forth on Usage Table be amended under SR, SR-A, 

SR-B from P to S - Permit required  (December 7, 1989). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 1574 - Amending Section 2.1, DEFINITIONS, by inserting 

definition for In-Law Apartment and amending Article V, Section 5.4, Table of Use and 

Parking Regulations by adding a new line 1A. after line 1. for "One-family with in-law 

apartment (see definition of in-law apartment)."  (December 21, 1989). 
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Aldermanic Order No. 90-209 - Amending Article II, DEFINITIONS, by deleting the 

definition of Frontage as most recently amended and replacing same with new definition  

(August 20, 1990). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 90-211 - Amending Article VIII, Section 8.9 - Municipal Parking 

Lots, by addition of new paragraph  (August 20, 1990). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 91-99 - Amending Article V, Section 5.4, Table of Use and 

Parking Regulations, RETAIL, SERVICE, COMMERCIAL, under item #12, strike out 

the "S" pertaining to UR-C, UR-D, and replace with designation (-) so that item #12 shall 

not be permitted in the UR-C, UR-D Districts  (March 18, 1991). 

Aldermanic Order No. 93-112A - Amending Article VIII, Section 8.9, Municipal Parking 

Lots, by deletion of third paragraph  (January 4, 1993). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 94-368 - Amending Article VII, Signs, Section 7.2, by permitting 

temporary political signs with certain restrictions  (October 17, 1994). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 95-189 - Amending Article II, Definitions;  Article V, Use 

Regulations;  Article VI, Dimensional and Density Regulations;  Article VII, Signs;  

Article VIII, Off-Street Parking and Loading Regulations;  Article XI, Non-Conforming 

Uses, Structures, and Lots;  Article X, Administration and Enforcement;  Article XII, 

Removal and Filling;  Article XIII, Home Occupation;  and Amending Zoning Map in the 

W. Emerson Street/Cedar Park area and the Altamont Avenue/Cedarwood Lane area. 

(May 1, 1995) 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 95-189A - Amending Article VIII, Off-Street Parking and 

Loading Regulations, Section 8.1, changing Parking Code J from 1.5 per bed at design 

standard to one per each 600 sq. ft. of gross floor area. (May 1, 1995) 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 97-38 - Amending Article II, Definitions, Article V, Use 

Regulations, Article XI Special Permits and Conditions, and Article VIII, Off-Street 

Parking and Loading Regulations, to provide definitions, principal use locations, 

restrictions, and parking requirements for adult uses. (December 16, 1996) 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 99-021 – Amending Article II, Definitions, Article V, Use 

Regulations, and Article XI, Special Permits and Conditions; Adding Article XVI, 

Wireless Communications Service Facilities, to provide definitions, principal use 

locations, and restrictions for Wireless Communications Service Facilities (January 4, 

1999). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 02-066C – Amending Article XI, Section 11.2.7 Certification and 

recording of Special Permit or Variance to add paragraph and Article X, Section 10.9.3.d 

Board of Appeals Procedures to add paragraph (February 19, 2002). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 04-184A – Amending Chapter 235 Article XI, Section 235.61B(5)  

Special permits under the Affordable Housing Incentive Program prescribed in Section 

235-73.1 and add new section,  “Section 235-73.1  Affordable Housing Incentive 

Program” (August 9, 2004). 



vi 

Aldermanic Order No. 05-003 – Amending Chapter 235, Section 16 Add new section, 

Chapter 235, Section  16.1 Site Plan Review (December 13, 2004). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 05-171 – Amending Chapter 235, Section 16.1, Subsection J by 

adding the first sentence in Subsection J, “Said administrative fee to be $500.00 for each 

Site Plan Review Application plus $.10 per square foot of new gross floor area for every 

development proposal with a new gross floor area of 5,000 square feet or more”. (March 

21, 2005). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 06-050 – Amending Chapter 235, Article VII, Signs, Section 235-

29 B (1) by replacing the current Section 235-29B (1) with the following language, “One 

wall sign for each lot street frontage of each establishment, provided that it shall be 

attached and parallel to the main wall of the building, it shall not project horizontally 

more than 15 inches therefrom, the surface area of the sign shall not aggregate more than 

10% of the area of the wall on which it is displayed or 100 square feet, whichever is the 

lesser, and, if illuminated, it shall be illuminated externally by steady, stationary, white 

light, of reasonable intensity, shielded and directed solely at the sign, not casting direct or 

reflected light off the premises and not used other than for identifying the establishment.” 

(December 5, 2005). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 06-017 – Amending Chapter 235, Article XI, Special Permits and 

Conditions, Section 235.61B. by adding: subsection “(6) Special permits under Slope 

Protection prescribed in Section 235-73.2 of this ordinance” and further adding “Section 

235-73.2 Slope  Protection” (December 19, 2005). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 07-027 – Amending the zoning area from UR-B district to UR-A 

district for properties east of Boston Rock to include properties having frontage on East 

Wyoming Ave and Wyoming Heights (February 20, 2007). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 07-027 – Amending the zoning area from UR-B district to UR-A 

district for properties east of Chestnut Street including Chestnut Park but not including 

properties with frontage on Lynde Street or Mystic Ave (March 19, 2007). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 07-132 – Amending zoning ordinances by amending, Article II 

Section 235-5 Definitions (Adding new definitions for Building Front Yard and 

Impervious Surfaces and amending the definition of Open Space), Article VII Section 

235-38. Location of Parking Spaces, Article VIII Section 235-41. Parking and Loading 

Space Standards. (August 23, 2007). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 07-044A – Amending zoning ordinances regulating Home 

Occupations by amending, Article II Section 235-5 Definitions (Home Occupation), 

Article V Section 235-17. Table of Use and Parking Regulations, Article VIII Section 

235-42. Parking of Commercial Vehicles, Article XIII Section 235-77. Home Occupation 

– Conditions. (May 7, 2007). 
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Aldermanic Order No. 08-128 – Amending the zoning ordinances by adding Section 235-

71.1 Smart Growth District and further amending, Article III  Establishment of Districts, 

Section 235-6 Divisions into districts; Section 235-8 Changes to Map;  Section 235-17. 

Table of Use and Parking Regulations. (April 7, 2008). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 08-128A – Amending the zoning ordinances by amending Section 

235-16.1 Site Plan Review. (April 7, 2008). 

 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 06-244 – Amending the zoning ordinances by amending Section 

235-73.2 Slope Protection.  Subsection-G, rescind fees, no longer part of zoning 

ordinance. (May l9, 2008). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 05-171-A – Amending the zoning ordinances by amending 

Section 235-16.1.  Subsection-J,  rescind fees, no longer part of zoning ordinance (May 

l9, 2008). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 09-060 – Amending the zoning ordinances by amending Article II 

Section 235-5. Definitions, insert  Retail Food Establishment (February 19, 2009). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 09-061 – Amending the zoning ordinances by amending Article V 

Section 235-15. Permitted Uses and 235-17, Table of Use and Parking Regulations, 

insert new category for Retail Food Establishment under the Heading Retail Commercial 

Services (February 19, 2009). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 10-125 – Amending the zoning ordinances by amending Section 

235-16.1.  Subsection-G,  Review schedule, for new renewable and alternative energy 

research in the Industrial District , the decision of the SCRC shall be made within one 

year from the date of filing the site plan review with the City Clerk (May 3, 2010). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 10-128 – Amending the zoning ordinances by amending Article 

XV Flood Plain District, Section 235-81. Establishment, Section 235-81.1. Reference to 

Existing Regulations, Section 235-82. Development Regulations, Section 235-82.1. 

Notification of Watercourse Alteration, Section 235-83. Subdivisions and New 

Development, Section 235-84. Health Regulations, for the map panels dated June 4, 2010 

(May 17, 2010). 

 

****Please note that this bound version of the Zoning Ordinance does not include 

amendments adopted since July 2010. Please refer to the Recent Zoning 

Amendments included with this bound copy for the affected sections of the Zoning 

Ordinance and the amended text. 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 12-10 – Amending Melrose Revised Zoning Ordinances 

(Signage):  Article II. Definitions, Section 235-5; Article VI, Dimensional and Density 

Regulations, Section 235-25; Article VII. Signs, Section 235-26 through 235-31; and 

Article XIII, Home Occupations, Section 235-77 (December 5, 2011). 
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Aldermanic Order No. 2013-44 – Amending Melrose Revised Zoning Ordinances, 

Chapter 235: Article II. Definitions, Section 235-5; and Table of Use and Parking 

Regulations, Sec. 235-17 be, and hereby are amended to regulate Medical Marijuana 

Treatment Centers (January 22, 2013). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 2013-198 – Amending Section 235-5 of the Melrose Zoning 

Ordinance Amending Definitions of “Basement”, “Story”, and “Story, Half” (September 

16, 2013). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 2013-199 – Zoning Amendment to Regulate Medical Marijuana 

Treatment Centers amending Article II. Definitions, Section 235-5; and Table of Use and 

Parking Regulations, Sec. 235-17 (September 16, 2013). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 2013-200 – Amending the zoning ordinances by amending 

Section 235-58 and Section 235-59 of the Melrose Zoning Ordinance regulating Notices 

of Violations and Penalties (September 16, 2013). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 2014-95 – Amending the zoning ordinances by amending Article 

III. Section 235-7. Zoning Map by renaming the BB zoning district along Tremont Street 

to a BB-1 zoning district (May 5, 2014). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 2014-146 – Amending the zoning ordinances to create a Rail 

Corridor Overlay District and other related zoning amendments. Amending Section 235-

6 Establishment of Districts, Section 235-71.1 Smart Growth District and adding Section 

235-71.2 Rail Corridor Overlay District. (July 21, 2014). 

 

Aldermanic Order No. 2015-90 – Amending Melrose Revised Zoning Ordinances Article 

III. Section 235-6 Division into Districts and other related zoning amendments for the 

Commuter Rail Station areas: 
Section 235-6  Division into districts; 

Section 235-8  Changes to map; 

Section 235-17 Table of Use and Parking Regulations; 

Section 235-19  Table of Dimensional and Density Regulations;  

Section 235-25  Additional Dimensional and Density Provisions; 

Section 235-32  Off-street parking requirements; 

Section 235-40  Municipal parking lots; 

Section 235-65  Multifamily residential use in nonresidentially zoned   

                  areas authorized by Planning Board; 

Section 235-66  Design review permits authorized by Planning Board; 

Section 235-70  Planned unit development in the BA, BA-1, BB, BB-1, 

BC and BD Districts;  

Section 235-71 Planned business development. 

Section 235-71.2 Rail Corridor Overlay District, by amending the following: 

Section 235-71.2, Paragraph E. Dimensional and density regulations- 

subsection (5) Development intensity- paragraph (a), 

by striking the number 45 and replacing it with 60; 

Section 235-71.2, Paragraph  F. Off-street parking- subsection  (4) 

Parking  setbacks­ paragraph (a), by striking the reference 



ix 

5(a) and replacing it with 4(a); and 

Section 235-71.2, Paragraph H. Affordable housing - subsection (2), by 

striking the reference 235-71.1 and replacing it with 

235-71.2. (April 6, 2015) 
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Table of Use and Parking Regulations 

City of Melrose 

Table Amendment Approved April 6, 2015 235:A1

Principal Use: 

Residential Districts Business Districts Industrial Districts 

Parking Code 

(See § 235-32) SR SR-A SR-B UR-A UR-B 

UR-C 

UR-D 

BA 

BA-1 BA-2 

BB 

BB-1 BC BD I I-A 

Residential 

1. One-family detached dwelling P P P P P S - - - - S - - A1 

1A. One-family with in-law apartment (see definition 

of in-law apartment) 
S S S S S S - - - - S - - A1 

2. Two-family dwelling - - - S P P - - - - P - - A2 

3. Multifamily dwelling 
1

- - - - S P - - - S P - - B 

4. Townhouse - - - S S P - - - - P - - B 

5. Apartment house - - - - S P - - - - P - - B 

6. Lodging house - - - - P P - - - - P - - C 

7. Fraternities and sororities - - - - P P - - - - - - - C 

8. Dormitories - - - - P P - - - - P - - C 

9. Planned unit development (see Article XI, §§ 235-

68, 235-69 and 235-70)
- S - - S S S - - S S - - R 

10. Cluster residential development (see Article XI,

§ 235-67)
S S S - - - - - - - - - - B 

11. Mixed residential/business uses where all dwelling

units are above the first floor level 
2 - - - - S S P P - P P - - Q 

Community Facilities 

1. Church or other religious purpose P P P P P P P P P P P P P D 

2. Educational purpose which is religious, sectarian,

denominational or public
P P P P P P P P P P P P P D, L, M 

3. Private school, college or university S S S S S S - - - - - - - D, L, M 

4. Private day nursery or kindergarten
S S S S S S S S - - S - - 

1space per staff 

member 

5. Membership club S S S S S P P P P P P - - N 

6. Country, fishing, tennis or golf club P P P - - - - - P - - - - L 

7. City governmental building except equipment

garage
P P P P P P P P P P P P P N, D 

8. City equipment garage - - - - - S - - P - - P P Q 
3

9. City or nonprofit cemetery, including any

crematory therein
P P P P P P - - - - - - - R 

10. City outdoor recreational facility P P P P P P P P P P P P P 

11. Historical association or society P P P P P P P P P P P P P N 

12. Hospital - - - - - - - - - - P - - J 

13. Power plant, refuse incineration and sanitary

landfill
- - - - - - - - - - - P P O 

14. Municipal parking lot or structure (see Article

VIII, § 235-40)
S S S P P P P P P P P P P None 



Table of Use and Parking Regulations 

City of Melrose 

Table Amendment Approved April 6, 2015 235:A2

Principal Use: 

Residential Districts Business Districts Industrial Districts 

Parking Code 

(See § 235-32) SR SR-A SR-B UR-A UR-B 

UR-C 

UR-D 

BA 

BA-1 BA-2 

BB 

BB-1 BC BD I I-A 

15. Street, bridge, tunnel, railroad lines P P P P P P P P P P P P P None 

16. Facilities for essential services P P P P P P P P P P P P P None 

17. Private overhead transmission line, substation or

similar facility  or building
S S S S S S S S S S S S S R 

18. Nursing home - - - - - S - - - - P - - K 

Agriculture 

1. Agriculture, horticulture and floriculture except a

greenhouse or stand for retail use
P P P - - - - - - - - - - None 

2. Year-round greenhouse or stand for wholesale and

retail sale of agricultural or farm products
S S - - S S P P P P - - - G 

3. Temporary (not to exceed erection or use for a

period of 3 months in any 1 year) greenhouse or

stand for retail sale of agricultural or farm products

raised primarily on the same premises

S S - - - - - - - - - - - R 

4. Commercial stable, kennel, or veterinary hospital

in which all animals, fowl or other forms of life are

completely enclosed in pens or structures

S S - - - - - - - - - - - G 

5. Noncommercial forestry and growing all

vegetation
P P P P P P P P P P P P P None 

Retail Service Commercial 

1. Retail establishment selling principally

convenience goods, including by not limited to

food, drugs and proprietary goods:

a. With a maximum floor area of 10,000 square

feet for any single establishment
- - - - - - P P P P P - - G 

b. With no limitation with respect to floor area - - - - - - P P P - - - - G 

1.1 Retail food establishment with a floor area of less 

than 3,000 square feet in conjunction with an off-

premises liquor license 

- - - - - - P P P P P - P G 

2. Retail establishment selling general merchandise,

including but not limited to dry goods, apparel and

accessories, furniture and home furnishings, home

equipment, small wares and hardware, and

including discount and limited price variety stores:

a. With a maximum floor area of 10,000 square

feet for any single establishment
- - - - - - P P P S - - - G 

b. With no limitation with respect to floor area - - - - - - P P S - - - - G 

3. Eating and drinking places where consumption is

primarily intended to be within the building
- - - - - - P P P S S - - D 

4. Drive-in eating and drinking establishment - - - - - - - - S - - - - G 

5. Sales by vending machines as a principal use - - - - - - - - S - S - - G 



Table of Use and Parking Regulations 

City of Melrose 

Table Amendment Approved April 6, 2015 235:A3

Principal Use: 

Residential Districts Business Districts Industrial Districts 

Parking Code 

(See § 235-32) SR SR-A SR-B UR-A UR-B 

UR-C 

UR-D 

BA 

BA-1 BA-2 

BB 

BB-1 BC BD I I-A 

6. Establishment selling new automobiles and/or used

automobiles and trucks, new automobile tires and

other accessories, aircraft, boats, motorcycles and

household and camping trailers

- - - - - - S - P - - - - E 

7. Hotels and motels - - - - - - S S P - S - - F 

8. Personal and consumer service establishment - - - - - - P P P P P - - G 

9. Funeral establishment - - - - - S S - - S P - - G 

10. Medical offices (such as doctor offices, dentist

offices and clinics), including accessory medical

research and associated facilities

- - - - - S S S
 4

- S P - - G-1 

11. Membership club operated for profit - - - - - S P P - S - - - N 

12. Miscellaneous professional and business offices

and services, including but not limited to legal and

other professional services and finance, banking,

insurance and real estate offices

- - - - - - P P S S P - - G 

13. Business and trade school or college - - - - - - P P - - P - - L 

14. Automotive repair or automobile service station

(not including a junkyard or open storage of

abandoned automobiles or other vehicles)

- - - - - - S - P S - S S E 

15. Miscellaneous business repair services - - - - - - P S S S - - - G 

16. Motion picture establishment, indoor - - - - - - P P P - - - - G 

17. Other amusement and recreation service, indoor

amusement
- - - - - - S S P - - - - G 

18. Other amusement and recreation service, outdoor

amusement
- - - - - - - - P - - - - R 

19. Communications and television tower - S S - - - - - - - - - - R 

20. Commercial parking lot or structure, including a

public garage (see Article VIII, § 235-41 for

requisite standards)

- - - - - S P - P P S P P None 

21. Filling of water or wet area (See Article XII,

§ 235-75)
S S S S S S S S S S S S S None 

22. Planned business development (see Article XI,

§ 235-71)
- - - - - S S S S S S - - G, G-1 

23. Data processing, computer, telephone, printing,

mailing and other similar operations, when

approved as part of a planned business

development

- - - - - P P P P P P - - G 

24. Adult Use - - - - - - - - S - - S S G 

25. Wireless communication service facility S S S S S S S S S S S S S None 

26. Towers S S S S S S S S S S S S S None 
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Principal Use: 

Residential Districts Business Districts Industrial Districts 

Parking Code 

(See § 235-32) SR SR-A SR-B UR-A UR-B 

UR-C 

UR-D 

BA 

BA-1 BA-2 

BB 

BB-1 BC BD I I-A 

Wholesale, Transportation and Industrial 

1. Removal of sand, gravel, quarry or other raw

material (see Article XII, § 235-74)
- S - - - - - - - - - S S H 

2. Processing and treating of raw materials, including

operations appurtenant to the taking, such as

grading, drying, sorting, crushing, grinding and

milling operations (see Article XII, § 235-74)

- S - - - - - - - - - S - H 

3. Construction industry, including suppliers - - - - - - - - P - - P P H 

4. Manufacturing (see note at end of this table) - - - - - - - - - - - P P I 

5. Bakery, laundry or dry-cleaning plant - - - - - - S S P S - P P I 

6. Railroad yards and railway express service - - - - - - - - P - - P P H 

7. Motor freight terminal and warehousing - - - - - - - - P - - P - H 

8. Bus or railroad passenger terminal - - - - S P P P P P - - - P 

9. Heliport, subject to the design criteria and

standards of the Federal Aviation Administration

as published in Heliport Deign Guide, November

1969, or any later revision thereto

- - - - - - S - S - - S - P 

10. Other transportation service - - - - - - - - P - - P P P 

11. Wholesale trade and distribution - - - - - - - - P - - P P H 

12. Open storage of raw materials, finished goods or

construction equipment and structures for storing

such equipment, provided it shall be screened from

outside view by an enclosed solid fence and gate at

least 10 feet in height, or a solid wall of

evergreens, when planted not more than 18 inches

apart and at least 3 feet in height, said evergreens

to be of vertical habit and to be maintained, and a

solid gate at least10 feet in height and not more

than 20 feet in width

- - - - - - - - S - - S S R 

13. Storage of a fluid other than water as a principal

use
- S S S S S S S S S S S S R 

14. Research offices or establishments devoted to

research and development activities
- - - - - - S S S S S P P H 

Accessory Use 

Residential Districts Business Districts Industrial Districts 

Parking Code 

(See § 235-32) SR SR-A SR-B UR-A UR-B 

UR-C 

UR-D 

BA 

BA-1 BA-2 

BB 

BB-1 BC BD I I-A 

1. Home occupation (see Article XIII, § 235-77) P P P P P P P P P P P - - T 

2. Private day nursery or kindergarten, provided it

shall not occupy more than 30% of the gross floor

area of the structure

S S S S S S S - - - - S S N 
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Accessory Use 

Residential Districts Business Districts Industrial Districts 

Parking Code 

(See § 235-32) SR SR-A SR-B UR-A UR-B 

UR-C 

UR-D 

BA 

BA-1 BA-2 

BB 

BB-1 BC BD I I-A 

3. Accessory professional office of a licensed

medical or dental practitioner in an existing

dwelling

S S S S S S S S S S P S S G-1 

4. Accessory building, such as a private garage,

playhouse, greenhouse, tool shed, private

swimming pool, carport, garage or similar

accessory structures, subject to provisions of

Article VI

P P P P P P P P S S S - - None 

5. Accessory private garage for noncommercial

motor vehicles, subject to provisions of Article VI
P P P P P P P P P P P - - None 

6. Accessory community garages for noncommercial

motor vehicles, subject to provisions of Article VI
- - - S P P P P P P P P P None 

7. Accessory storage of a trailer, unregistered boat,

utility trailer or boat trailer provided it shall either

be stored within a principal or accessory building

or behind the building line within the side or rear

yards and it shall not be used for dwelling or

sleeping purposes; unregistered automobiles or

unregistered trailers shall not be stored outside in

residential districts

P P P P P P - - P - - P P None 

8. Accessory repair and storage facilities in any retail

sales or consumer establishment, provided it shall

be not occupy more than 25% of the gross floor

area and shall not be located within 15 feet of any

entrance used by the public

- - - - - - P P P P S - - I 

9. Accessory outside storage clearly necessary to the

operation and conduct of a permitted principal

wholesale, transportation, industrial and/or

commercial use, provided it shall be screened from

outside view by an enclosed solid fence or wall

and gate at least 10 feet in height, or a solid wall of

evergreens, when planted not more than 18 inches

apart and at least 3 feet in height, said evergreens

to be of vertical habit and to be maintained, and a

solid gate at least 10 feet in height and not more

than 20 feet in width

- - - - - - - - - - - P P None 

10. Accessory manufacturing use, provided it shall not

occupy more than 25% of the gross floor area of

the building and it shall not be located within 100

feet of “R” district or within 50 feet of any street

lot line

- - - - - - - - - - - P P 
Same as principal 

use 
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Accessory Use 

Residential Districts Business Districts Industrial Districts 

Parking Code 

(See § 235-32) SR SR-A SR-B UR-A UR-B 

UR-C 

UR-D 

BA 

BA-1 BA-2 

BB 

BB-1 BC BD I I-A 

11. Accessory retail or consumer service use in a

multifamily dwelling over 20,000 square feet in

gross floor area, provided all activities are located

on the first floor or basement floor levels; such

uses shall not aggregate more than 2,000 square

feet; all materials, goods and activities in

connection with said uses shall be confined

completely within the building

- - - - S S S P - - S - - 
Same as principal 

use 

12. Newsstand, barbershop, dining room or cafeteria

and similar accessory services primarily for

occupants or users thereof within a hotel, office or

industrial building, hospital containing more than

50 sleeping rooms or transportation terminal

facility

- - - - - S P P P - P P P G 

13. Wall, fence or similar enclosure, provided that it

is:

a. Not more than 7 feet in height, provided it

does not interfere with traffic circulation
P P P P P P - - - - - - - None 

b. No height restriction, provided it does not

interfere with traffic circulation
- - - - - - P P P P P P P None 

14. Up to 3 lodging units in an existing dwelling - - - - P P S S S S S - - B 

14A. One lodging unit housing up to 3 persons in an 

existing dwelling 
- S S S P P S S S S S - - B 

15. Accessory storage of a fluid other than water or

gas
S S S S S S S S S S S S S None 

16. Accessory signs, subject to the provisions of

Article VII
P P P P P P P P P P P P P None 

17. Accessory off-street parking and loading spaces as

required in Article VIII, not to exceed 4 spaces
P P P P P P P P P P P P P None 

18. Accessory off-street parking and loading spaces as

required in Article VIII in excess of 4 spaces
S S S S S S S S S S S S S None 

19. Public/private utility cabinets. The Board of

Appeals may grant a special permit in the side or

rear yard setback provided sufficient screening and

buffers are provided to protect the integrity and

character of the area. Screening and buffers may

be of structure or natural material or any

combination thereof. Cabinets shall not exceed a

total height of 7 feet.

S S S S S S S S S S S S S None 

20. Wireless communications service facility
S S S S S S S S S S S S S None 

NOTES: 

1. In the BA-1, BA-2, and BB-1 Districts, the Planning Board may authorize a special permit for multifamily housing. Refer to Sections 235-65 and 235-66.
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2. Mixed residential/business uses shall allow use categories as permitted in the Table of Use and Parking Regulations.

3. Not to be applied to garage space.

4. Medical offices may be allowed in the BA-2 District by special permit, but are not permitted as a ground floor use.
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District Use 

Minimum Lot Area 

(Square feet) or as 

noted 

Minimum 

Frontage and Lot 

Width (feet) 

Minimum Lot 

Depth 

(feet) 

Yards 

Maximum 

Height (feet) 

Maximum 

Stories 

Maximum 

Coverage 

Maximum 

Floor Area 

Ratio 

Minimum Open 

Space 

Front 

(feet) 

Side 

(feet) 

Rear 

(feet) 

SR Any permitted use 25,000 110 90 25 20 50 35 2 ½ 35% None 50% 

SR-A Any permitted use 15,000 100 90 25 15 40 35 2 ½ 35% None 50% 

SR-B Any permitted use 10,000 80 90 20 12 30 35 2 ½ 35% None 40% 

UR-A 

Townhouse 
7,500 per dwelling 

unit 
100 90 20 10

1
20 35 2 ½ 35% None 35% 

Two-family dwelling 13,500 100 90 20 10
1

20 35 2 ½ 35% None 35% 

Single-family 

dwelling 
7,500 75 90 20 10 20 35 2 ½ 35% None 35% 

Any other permitted 

use 
10,000 100 90 20 10 20 35 2 ½ 35% None 35% 

UR-B 

Single-family 

dwelling 
7,500 75 90 20 10 15 35 2 ½ 50% None 30% 

Two-family and multi-

family dwelling uses 

and townhouses 

7,500 plus 3,000 for 

each dwelling unit 

more than one 

100 90 20 10
1

15 35 2 ½ 50%
 2

None 30% 

Any other permitted 

use 
10,000 100 90 20 10

1
15 35 2 ½ 50% None 20% 

UR-C 

UR-D 

Two-family and multi-

family dwelling uses 

and townhouses 

6,000 plus 1,250 for 

each dwelling unit 

more than one 

100 90 20 10
1

15 50 4 50% 1 20% 

Any other permitted 

use 
7,500 75 90 20 10 15 50 4 50% 1 20% 

Nursing home 20,000 100 90 20 10 15 50 4 50% None 30% 

BA 

BA-1 
Any permitted use 5,000 50 90 None 

4
None None 50 4 None 2.0 5% 

BA-2 Any permitted use 5,000 50 90 None 
4

None None 50 4 None 2.0 5% 

BB 

BB-1 
Any permitted use 10,000 100 90 10 12 15 30 2 60% .75 20% 

BC Any permitted use 5,000 
3

50 90 5 None None 30 2 None .75 10% 

BD 
Any permitted use 5,000 

3
50 90 15 None 10 80 8 None 2.0 5% 

Nursing home 20,000 100 90 20 10 15 50 4 50% None 30% 

I Any permitted use 20,000 125 100 30 20 30 50 4 25% 2.0 30% 

Notes: 

1 One side only for side-by-side two-family dwelling units; outside for semi-detached row unit. 

2 Where off-street parking spaces required by Article VIII of this chapter are located underground and under the building served by the parking, the maximum building coverage may be increased above the percentage limit set forth in 

this table. This increase shall represent an increase in building area up to the area of the parking spaces which are put underground. 

3 For mixed uses, the minimum lot area shall be increased by 1,000 square feet for each dwelling unit. 

4 The maximum front yard shall be 5 feet. 




