
2007
OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION

PLAN

CITY OF MELROSE
Office of Planning and Community Development

FALL 2007



This page intentionally left blank.



i

Table of Contents
Section I: Plan Summary.................................................................................................................... 1

Section II: Introduction...................................................................................................................... 3

A. Statement of Purpose .............................................................................................................................................3
B. Planning Process and Public Participation ..........................................................................................................3
C. Accomplishments Since 2000 ................................................................................................................................4

Section III: Community Setting......................................................................................................... 7

A. Regional Context ....................................................................................................................................................7
B. History of the Community......................................................................................................................................8
C. Population Characteristics.....................................................................................................................................9
D. Growth and Development Patterns .....................................................................................................................12

Section IV: Environmental Inventory and Analysis...................................................................... 15

A. Geology, Soils and Topography ...........................................................................................................................15
B. Landscape Character ...........................................................................................................................................17
C. Water Resources...................................................................................................................................................18
D. Vegetation.............................................................................................................................................................21
E. Fisheries and Wildlife ..........................................................................................................................................21
F. Scenic Resources and Unique Environments .....................................................................................................22
G. Environmental Challenges ..................................................................................................................................23

Section V: Inventory of Lands of Conservation and Recreation Interest ................................... 25

A. Protected Public and Nonprofit Parcels ..............................................................................................................27
B. Unprotected and Private Parcels .........................................................................................................................30

Section VI: Community Vision ........................................................................................................ 39

A. Description of the Process ...................................................................................................................................39
B. Statement of Open Space and Recreation Goals ................................................................................................39
C. Coordination with Municipal and Regional Goals .............................................................................................40

Section VII: Analysis of Needs......................................................................................................... 41

A. Summary of Resource Protection Needs .............................................................................................................41
B. Summary of Community’s Needs ........................................................................................................................41
C. Management Needs and Potential Change of Use .............................................................................................44

Section VIII: Goals and Objectives ................................................................................................. 47

Section IX: Five-Year Action Plan .................................................................................................. 49

Section X: Public Comments............................................................................................................ 57

Section XI: References...................................................................................................................... 59

Appendix A: Inventory of Lands of Conservation and Recreation Interest ............................. A-1

Appendix B: 504 Report................................................................................................................. B-1

Appendix C: Letters of Review...................................................................................................... C-1



ii

List of Tables

Table 1: Approximate Melrose Households in Each Income Category......................................... 9
Table 2: Age Trends 1970 – 2000..................................................................................................... 10
Table 3: Population by Age Group, 1990-2025 .............................................................................. 10
Table 4: Employment in the City of Melrose ................................................................................. 11
Table 5: Land Use in Melrose .......................................................................................................... 26
Table 6: Open Space Categorized by Owner and Protection Status............................................ 26
Table 7: Park Department Inventory ............................................................................................. 27
Table 8: Primary Conservation Areas ............................................................................................ 28
Table 9: Types of Public or Nonprofit Open Space....................................................................... 29
Table 10: Private Unprotected Parcels ........................................................................................... 31
Table 11: Inventory of Land of Conservation and Recreation Interest (Sorted by Owner)...... 33
Table 12 Section 504 Inventory Access ........................................................................................... 37
Table 13: Melrose Park Areas Compared to the National Recreation Standard ....................... 42



iii

List of Figures

Figure 1: Zoning Map....................................................................................................................... 14
Figure 2: Geologic Features Map .................................................................................................... 16
Figure 3: Water Resources Map...................................................................................................... 20
Figure 4: Unique Features Map....................................................................................................... 24
Figure 5: Open Space and Recreation Inventory Map.................................................................. 32



iv

This page intentionally left blank.



1

Section I: Plan Summary

The 2007 Open Space and Recreation Plan provides a five-year overall framework for the
preservation, maintenance, and improvement of open space and recreation areas in the City of
Melrose. This plan was constructed as an update to the 2000 Open Space Plan. Initially, a revised
inventory of open space was drafted through input gathered from the Fields Committee, Park and
Recreation Department, Office of Planning and Community Development, and Conservation
Commission. Comments from the general public were solicited so that the goals of the Open Space
and Recreation Plan would truly reflect those of the community as a whole. This 2007 Open Space
Plan has also been submitted to the State Executive Office of Environmental Affairs and to the
Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC).

This plan explores a variety of tools, programs, and outlets for the preservation and enhancement of
recreation and open space. Access to natural resources promotes a higher quality of life; thus, we
need to create opportunities that allow residents to interact with their environment and their
community. The primary function of this plan is to develop a framework that satisfies the recreation
needs of the City's current and future residents, improves and maintains existing facilities,
encourages public participation in enhancement efforts, preserves open space and scenic areas,
protects water resources, generates new and innovative ways to fund park and open space
maintenance, and develops facilities for bicycle and pedestrian use. Each individual objective fulfills
the larger goals of increased community cohesion and sustainable development. The five-year
Action Plan, provided in Section 9, describes the specific tasks required to meet these goals.
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