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Section | Plan Summary

The 2007 Open Space and Recreation Plan provides a five-year overall framework for the
preservation, maintenance, and improvement of open space and recreation areas in the City of
Melrose. This plan was constructed as an update to the 2000 Open Space Plan. Initially, arevised
inventory of open space was drafted through input gathered from the Fields Committee, Park and
Recreation Department, Office of Planning and Community Development, and Conservation
Commission. Comments from the general public were solicited so that the goals of the Open Space
and Recreation Plan would truly reflect those of the community as awhole. This 2007 Open Space
Plan has also been submitted to the State Executive Office of Environmenta Affairs and to the
Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC).

This plan explores avariety of tools, programs, and outlets for the preservation and enhancement of
recreation and open space. Access to natural resources promotes a higher quality of life; thus, we
need to create opportunities that allow residents to interact with their environment and their
community. The primary function of this plan isto develop aframework that satisfies the recreation
needs of the City's current and future residents, improves and maintains existing facilities,
encourages public participation in enhancement efforts, preserves open space and scenic aress,
protects water resources, generates new and innovative ways to fund park and open space
maintenance, and develops facilities for bicycle and pedestrian use. Each individual objective fulfills
the larger goals of increased community cohesion and sustainable development. The five-year
Action Plan, provided in Section 9, describes the specific tasks required to meet these goals.



This page intentionally left blank.



