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Minutes of Conservation Commission

November 15, 2001


MELROSE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Minutes of 11-15-01

Present:  Bob Boisselle, Paul Locke, Peter Mortimer, Nancy Naslas, Bruce Rider

Voted:  to approve minutes of October 18, 2001 and November 1, 2001.

Notice of Public hearing – Pembroke Real Estate

The Planning Board of the City of Melrose will hold a public hearing in the Aldermanic Chamber, Melrose City Hall, Melrose, MA on Tuesday, December 4, 2001 at 7:30 p.m. on the application of Pembroke Real Estate for a special permit for multifamily residential use in a non-residentially zoned area (BB-1) pursuant to Section 11.5 of the zoning ordinance (with further reference to Section 6.8), a design review permit under Section 11.6 of the zoning ordinance, and all other permits applicable to this proposal that are within the jurisdiction of the Melrose Planning Board, for a proposed mixed use residential community at 2-78 Main Street, Melrose, on land generally described as bounded on the east by Main Street, on the north by Banks Place, on the west by the Metropolitan District Commission canal, and on the south by other land of the applicant in the City of Malden.  Copies of the application and plans are available for review in the Planning Board office. Signed:  A. Thomas Pawlina, Chairman, Melrose Planning Board

Colucci Estates
Their Order of Conditions started in 5-1-99 and will expire in 5-1-2002, but the property has changed hands as of this week and they are hoping to begin construction sometime later this year or early next year, depending on the weather.  They may be coming in for review or for consultation in the next 3 or 4 weeks. 

Year to date budget as of October 3:

In the accounts payable we have $2,145; in the contractual which includes advertising, printing, conservation maintenance and professional services we have $20,713; office supplies $198; books and periodicals $1,000; total supplies and materials $1,198; other charges due to membership $315; and conventions and meetings $950; total in conservation accounts $25,322.

Correspondence:

Mystic River Watershed Association

A letter was read regarding their 18 month study on open space, funded by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, to assess open space parcels and to look at their relationship to water quality throughout the watershed.  They will be contacting the commission soon to become aware of the problems and opportunities we are facing.  They are interested in:  1) an enumeration of the open space parcels that are integral to water quality protection and flood control in our community; 2) the reasons why these parcels are so important; 3) a prioritization of these parcels, with the most important 

being first, next most important second, and the reasons for this ranking; 4) an estimation, in our best judgment, of how likely it is that this parcel will be developed over the foreseeable future (as far out as, say 2010).  Signed:  Samuel Seidel, consultant to the MRWA, telephone # 617-547-1067 or SamSeidel@aol.com.

Bob:  I think basically the watershed we would be looking at is Ell Pond area, and probably Pine Banks area.  Don’t underestimate the use of public plan for developing.  It has happened in other communities that schools have been built on open land for trade off.

Paul:  They are looking in the long run to acquire or put restrictions on the open space.

Bob:  There are a number of small parcels up near the Hoover School.  There is a new development going in there close to Swains Pond and close to our conservation land.  I will bring the map in next time showing the layout of the development.  There are  3 houses going up very close, almost abutting conservation land, and we almost surround the entire development at this point.  Then the Colucci Estates, it is on the agenda here too, that we have a good portion near which we are getting for conservation land.

Paul:  Are there any really significant open spaces in areas that are currently flooding?

Bob:  Open areas?  No.

Massachusetts Urban Forestry Program, “The Citizen Forester”:  A brochure was sent to us informing us of urban forestry planning and educational grants that are available.  Other environmental educational grants are available through EPA.  The Time For Tree City USA is going to be selected, communities that have demonstrated a commitment to their trees and forests may be eligible for the Tree City USA award, applications and re-certifications are due December 31. 

Massachusetts Community Forestry Council:  Annual Meetings and Awards, Thursday, November 15, 6-9 p.m., Blue Hills Trailside Museum, Milton.  Dinner provided; $15 donation.  They will award 7 organizations and individuals that have made significant contributions to urban and community forestry in the Commonwealth.

Town Line Brook Watershed Public Forum, Tuesday, November 13, 7 – 9 p.m. at Four Points Hotel, 407 Squire Rd., Revere.  

Riverways Newsletter: Included is information concerning Lake/Watershed Stewardship Program; The Taunton Heritage River Program; Access is even Easier with new public access sites; Adopt-A-Stream Update; and Legislative Updates.

Spot Pond Brook, near Conant Park

Nancy:  I am following up on something I brought up last time regarding a couple of areas, city lands that require clean-up.  The first one was the Spot Pond Brook, near Conant Park, the drums that are on the edge there.  I will continue to follow up and contact the Fire Chief to find out what they did when they investigated the site.  

Site across the street from Roosevelt School, next to 255 Vinton Street

Nancy:  The other site was across the street from the Roosevelt School and I did speak with Barbara Jesse and she doesn’t have much in her budget, but after we talked about it for a while she agreed that she and her contractor could take the trees down, but we or the DPW, or some combination of both, would work to clear up the brush and all the trash in the site which includes metal wires and other things.  It is a very deep site and everything is sort of rolling down to the sidewalk, which coincidentally is the bus stop where all the kids wait.

Bob:  Where is the trash coming from?

Nancy:  It was in the site.  I don’t know how it got there.

Bob:  Did you get an estimate?

Nancy:  No, well she is going to do the tree part.  I left Joe Lynch a message to find out  how much he is willing to do to clean up that site and how much he would like us to chip in.  Perhaps we could clear an tentative amount now not to exceed a number we could agree I could have the authority to spend on the conservation commission’s behalf to clean up the site.  

Voted:  That we, as a conservation commission chip in, if needed, up to $500 from our budget of $20,000 + to assist in cleaning up the site across the street from the Roosevelt School, right next to 255 Vinton Street.  

Nancy:  This is city land under the jurisdiction for governments and has been put into the conservation commission slot.  Pieces of property like this is not a resource area, but the city didn’t know what else to do with, so they put it under our name, and parcels like this would be ideal for the adopt-a-site program.  Perhaps get a scout trip would take care of sites like this or concerned neighbors.

Leonard Rd. Adopt-a-site

Peter Mortimer:  I have an adopt-a-site on Leonard Rd. with a small parcel of city land, not conservation land, and I would like to include the tiny parcel of conservation land, not a resource area, no water on it whatsoever, no endangered or protected species that I can see.   I would like to include the tiny parcel as part of my adopt-a-site of conservation land with the approval of the conservation commission to improve, clean and maybe do a little bit of planting.  

Bob:  Is this a neighborhood activity or your particular project?

Peter:  Occasionally, I do get some help from neighbors.  I actually had a neighbor, Mr. Steven Guthrie, who lives on East Foster Street, who came with a pick-up truck and we took four truck loads of twigs less than 1” in diameter, fallen down branches and leaves to the city yard.  I would like to include that in the adopt-a-site, and just call it the Leonard Rd. adopt-a-site and it would be that small piece of city land that is already under the adopt-a-site and managed by me.  This tiny parcel is probably about 1/10 or 1/20 of an acre.

Nancy:  I think it is a great idea; it should be an adopt-a-site.

Voted:  That an adopt-a-site on Leonard Rd. include a small parcel of conservation land, managed by Peter Mortimer.

Bob:  Any restrictions at this time on this site?

Nancy:  Do not build any structure; you can’t do that anyway without a building permit.  All he is doing is cleaning it up, that is great.

Fellsway Soccer House

Bob:  Has anyone heard anything concerning the soccer house they want to build on the Fellsway?  The Parks Dept. seems to have approved it.  No one has come before us or contacted me.

Peter:  I intend to go to the Parks Dept. meeting on Monday night.  We could ask the Parks Commission what their intentions are regarding the concession stand. 

Bruce:  It is flood plain land.  There should not be any permanent facility.

Bob:  So in other words, if they put down a concrete slab, that is permanent.

Paul:  Unless there are plans in place of how they are going to move it out of the way during floods.  If they are going to leave it there during floods, then that would be considered a permanent structure, which would require an amendment on our replication of the flood storage capacity.

Nancy:  Let them know they do need to submit something to us because that didn’t happen when they redid the field.

Paul: Otherwise a Cease & Desist Order will be issued to remove it.

Historical Records

Bob:  To bring you up to date, we are talking about putting some of the historical records minutes of the meetings from 1998 to 1995 on the web site and this is a project we will be working on.

Nancy:  What about cross-referencing the piece of software we purchased?

Bob:  We can connect here and I think in the other room.  Let me check that out.

Paul:  The NACP Conference in March, I am going to be doing a presentation and I will update you on the details.  

Voted:  to adjourn at 8 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy Pritchard

Conservation Secretary
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