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Present from the commission were:  David Carpenter, Sean Kealey, Paul Locke, Nancy Naslas, Bruce Rider, and David Valade.  Susan Murphy was absent.

Present from the public were:  Phil Burne, Edward J. Farrell, Houssam (Sam) Sleiman, Denis A. Taylor and Rene L. Taylor.

The meeting came to order at 7:35 p.m.  

Minutes

It was asked if everyone had received and reviewed the minutes from August 15, 2002 and if anyone had any comments.  Nancy Naslas moved to approve the minutes of August 15, 2002, David Valade seconded the motion, all in favor, aye.

Mail

General mail was passed around.  Notice of Decision from the Board of Appeals regarding a property which conservation land abuts, 241Vinton Street, for the construction of a fence measuring eight feet in height.  

Invoices

Aquatic Control Technologies for their August treatment of Ell Pond in the amount of  $1,150.00 and an invoice from Meredith Beauchesne for August secretarial services in the amount of $132.00.  David Valade moved to pay these two invoices, Paul Locke seconded the motion, all in favor, aye.

Calls 

A call was received from the neighbors from the properties on Clover Circle, which is off of Maple Street, wondering if what they have done is in compliance with what they were allowed to do under their Order of Conditions.  In looking through the files, Nancy couldn’t find any Certificates of Compliance.  Because there are concerned neighbors and because there are a lot of properties involved, the commission needs someone to champion this cause, and Nancy has the file.  Paul and Bruce have done field visits before.  Sean Kealey offered to take file and was told to find out the status and if there are any Certificates of Compliance.  The houses in this circle are fairly new and they may not be aware of their responsibilities.  We need to get Orders of Compliance and see if there are any Certificates of Compliance.      

A call was received regarding conservation property on Leonard Street.  Peter Mortimor made the call.  There is a tree on the conservation land, and the tree is going to fall on a neighboring home.  The tree warden was called and agreed with the assessment and also pointed out other problems.  The tree warden also pointed out some trees overhanging streets, wires and private homes.  Nancy asked Barbara to give us a budget so we can move forward with some of these tree removals out of our maintenance budget.  We may have to cut back a little bit on our pond maintenance for a year to be able to get some of these dangerous trees down.  Nancy mentioned that she wasn’t sure if this job was going to be expensive or not.  Nancy asked the commission if they would approve a ballpark figure that she could have to go ahead with and if it is more than what the commission approves, it will be discussed at the meeting in two weeks.

David Valade:  Is this something you think is eminent or will it come down if there is a big storm?

Nancy Naslas:  I think it is part of prioritizing what we are going to go through.  Once we have been put on notice about these trees, it is also a liability issue for the city. 

David Valade:  We should agree on a ballpark figure and a not exceed figure, and if it is something that has to come down, we can discuss it further. 

Paul Locke:  I think that one thing we need to be concerned about and this is very cynical of me, perhaps, considering the limited amount of the budget citywide, we want to make sure that we move the tree maintenance account around.

Nancy Naslas:  We only care about trees that are on conservation land and that are hanging over something that is not conservation land.  With all of those conditions in mind, do we want to approve a not to exceed number for me to work with Barbara on for the next two weeks?  

Bruce Rider:  How much is in the maintenance budget?

Nancy Naslas:  $15,000.  It isn’t just for trees.  It is also for our annual pond maintenance.  The bulk of that is pond maintenance.  We work with the DPW and the tree guys.  Do we want to say up to $2,000? 

David Carpenter:  $2,000 sounds good.

Paul Locke:  I motion to approve up to $2,000 for tree removal.  David Carpenter seconded the motion, all in favor, aye.

Legal Notice of Public Hearing – Notice of Intent Submitted by Denis Taylor for Construction of an Addition to a Single-Family Home at 273 Howard Street, Melrose 

Mr. Sleiman:  Mr. and Mrs. Taylor are the applicants.  I have the green cards.

Nancy Naslas:  I did receive from the DEP a File No. which is 217-0127.  Did we receive the same?

Mr. Sleiman:  Yes.  What we are proposing today is an addition to a single-family house on Howard Street, and the property falls between Sweetwater Street and Windsor Street.  The property, as you can see in the package submitted to the Conservation Commission, falls within Zone A which is a 100-year plus zone as designated on the town map.  On the Melrose map, it does not  indicate any flood elevation.  Basically, they just said that this is a flood area not a flood elevation.  Usually, it is left to the engineer to try to determine the flood elevation.  We went to the next step and went to the adjacent map, which is in Saugus.  They did a detailed study, and they determined the flood elevation.  The elevation is 65.  We took the same typographic base from the flood maps and brought it back to the site and did the toll pole on the same elevation base as the firm map.  As you can see, around the house in here is mostly 67 elevation and higher. At the corner of the property, it is about 66 and drops down to less than 65.  The street itself is about 66 ½.  So when looking at the maps from the SEMA and starting the elevation at 65, there is no elevation in this area.  We went to the USGS maps to see why they had this area as a flood area.  If you look at the USGA maps, basically, down in this area here, which is at the bottom end of Windsor and Sweetwater, there is some wetlands in that area.   The powerline is right here and there is also a brook that goes along the Fellsway.  Between the two, there is a high land and not a wetland.  There is an indication that when they did this flood map, they just connected this whole entire area and never did the detailed study to say that this area is really in a flood area or not.  They just went over the entire street and came back to this area here.  So, based on these facts and my observations, and after speaking with the neighbors over there, after we had the 8.3 inches of rain about one year ago or so, which is higher than a 100-year storm in 24 hours, this area never flooded in here.  I believe that this area is not really to be considered in a 100-year flood zone.  However, the map shows that there is no detail on it.  If there was an elevation on the map, let’s say it was elevation 66 or 67, then the rules would be that we could build on it as long as we can provide compensatory storage.  There is no elevation that I can work with.  I can’t provide compensatory storage for it.  When I went through this detailed study through Saugus to find out the elevation, and even with the Saugus map, you can see that the elevation goes up at a foot increment along the long distance.  So, even if we went up to here, and let’s say that this elevation went up to 66, all the work the has been proposed is about elevation 66.

Nancy Naslas:  What is the flood elevation in the study in Saugus?

Mr. Sleiman:  65.  

Nancy Naslas:  Then you are upstream.

Mr. Sleiman:  Upstream.  We are 2 ½ feet above that.  

Nancy Naslas:  Okay.  Between the two flood plain elevations further upstream, they are a little bit higher.  

Mr. Sleiman:  Yes, that is what I am saying.  Even if it went up one foot to 66, we are at 67 ½.  

Nancy Naslas:  Okay.

Mr. Sleiman:  Looking at all of the data and supporting information that we have provided, if this is a flood zone and if I don’t do compensatory storage for what I am filling in here, I don’t think that it will impact anybody.  

Nancy Naslas:  Okay.  Also, just for your information, we have recently in the past few years, had a few Notice of Intents and Orders of Conditions issued along Windsor Street in the same Zone A, as attached to your Zone A, and those have a flood plain elevation of 67.0.  

Mr. Sleiman:  We are at 67 and are at the flood elevation and are not really filling anything in the flood zone.  If you were filling anything lower than 67, then  you would have to compensate for storage.  The historical information is the best in these kinds of situations to see where the flood comes up.  The flood stayed mostly down in these locations in here and nothing more came up.  So, it tells me that it is in the range of 66 or 66 ½ but they made it conservatively at 67.  That still will provide that the proposal is still valid.  If you look at Sweetwater Street, it goes down before it goes up.  I think there is a valley and that it floods more than this area in here.   

Nancy Naslas:  Is that near Stanley Street?

Mr. Sleiman:   Explained the map to the commission.

David Valade:  I think you were the engineer for the Gueriono’s property on the Lynn Fellways Parkway, which is just about where the stream crosses.

Mr. Sleiman:  Yes.  There is no elevation over there and these studies were done before the pumping station was put in there.  The stream used to flood a lot before the pumping station was in place.  The pumping station has helped a lot of that area to reduce the flood.  I think that these studies were done before the pumping station was in place.  Even if we take 67as a historical number that the commission has been working with, I believe that as shown on this map, that very  low capacity would be taken from the flood storage.  The flood upstream is from the wetlands because that is a low area.  On the other side of this property, it is from the stream.  I think what happened is that when they did the map, they disconnected everything because that is how they usually do it and did not recognize that Howard Street is almost a ridge between the low end on one side, the northerly side and the stream on the southerly side.

Paul Locke:  Howard Street does not really flood like some streets in that area.  It is at 66 ½ to 67.

Mr. Sleiman:   Again, what we are doing in here will not impact the flood storage, the 100-year flood storage on the property.

David Carpenter:  How old is the FEMA map?

Mr. Sleiman:  1985.  

David Carpenter:  Thank you.  Okay, Howard Street was there.  Just checking.

Nancy Naslas:  I can also see that there was limited detailed studies on then Saugus side.

David Valade:   How long have you lived in this neighborhood?

Mr. Taylor:  Ten years.  

David Valade:  Do you remember about five or six years ago, a garage was put up?  

Mr. Taylor:  That could have been me.  We put up a garage back in 1995.  I came here in 1995.

David Valade:  We gave you advice as how to put in your driveway.  

Mr. Taylor:  Yes.  It is also a garage on a slab.  I am right behind McLaughlin Insurance.

David Valade:  I don’t think we asked you to do any compensatory storage back then.

Mr. Taylor:  That is correct.  

Paul Locke:  When McLaughlin did not show up for a scheduled meeting, there were a lot of  neighbors who were concerned about the actually flooding in the area.

Mr. Taylor:  I think a lot of people were just concerned about the scale of the project.

David Valade:  Also, I think that part of it was because that is right where the stream is, and they were going to take lawn and turn it into an impervious surface and didn’t know where they were going to put it.  Based on what we are hearing, I don’t disagree with anything that you are saying.  One of the things that occurs to me and that might be worth doing here, is putting in some type of dry well to deal with some of the run off.  

Mr. Sleiman:  I could tell you that the dry well would help in a smaller storm.  If and when you have a 100- year storm, most of the ground water will rise and it will be run off.  So, we can look at but the backyard is so small.  

David Valade:  Do you get water in your basement now?  If this does cause an issue, you will probably get water in your basement more than your neighbors will.

Mr. Sleiman:  I did ask him if he has ever had water in his basement.  He told me “no”.

Mr. Taylor:  I do have a pump.  I think back in the 1998 storm, my pump was going, but we don’t usually get any water.

David Carpenter:   How large of a space would you need for a dry well?  Three by three?

Mr. Sleiman:  We could do a three-foot deep dry well with two feet of stone around it.  They are usually six feet in diameter.  So, you are talking about six feet plus two feet on either side, ten feet in diameter.  Those are the minimums.  

Bruce Rider:  Didn’t we do something like that for McLaughlin?

David Valade:  Yes, when he put on the second floor.  

Mr. Sleiman:  I have not done soil testing in there.  Obviously, I do not want to spend too much money on this for the client.  If I have to put in a dry well, I have to see what the ground water is there.  The whole addition is only about 800 square feet.  The minimum size of dry well is 800 square feet.  That is only going to take a half of foot of that dry well which is going to be three feet deep.  I think that maybe we can propose some crushed stone to trench along this side in here. 

Nancy Naslas:  A place for the water to go.

David Carpenter:  Will there be gutters on this addition?

Mr. Taylor:  Yes.

Mr. Sleiman:  The downspouts will be two feet in diameter by two feet deep of crushed stone.  If you want to put that as a positive condition, we can revise the plan and do that.  Instead of putting down a splash pad at the downspout, we will bring the pipe outside of the foundation, because I don’t want to put a crack in the foundation, then three feet from the foundation wall and two-feet by two feet by two feet down.  

Mr. Taylor:  That is fine

Nancy Naslas:  Is there anything else you would like to present?  

Mr. Sleiman:  No, that is it. 

Nancy Naslas:  Do any other commissioners have any questions?  I would like to open up to the public to have an opportunity to speak.

Sean Kealey:  Are you getting water from the existing house onto the roof of the new addition?  

Mr. Sleiman:  I think the addition has settled.

David Carpenter:  Is there a basement in the addition or is it a slab on grade?

Mr. Taylor:  Yes.

Paul Locke:  Move to open for public comment.  David Carpenter second the motion, all in favor, aye.

Nancy Naslas:   No further comments?  I move to close the public hearing.

Paul Locke:  Move to close the public hearing.   Sean Kealey seconded the motion, all in favor, aye.

Nancy Naslas:  Any further comments or questions from the commissioners?

Bruce Rider:  Did you happen to bring a copy of the Saugus study?

Mr. Sleiman:  Yes, they are attached.

David Valade:   Move to approve the project pending the issuance of an Order of Conditions.  Bruce Rider seconded the motion, all in favor, aye.

Nancy Naslas:  The Order of Conditions.  

David Valade:  It sounds like just a boilerplate except with the addition of two by two feet of crushed stone at the downspouts.

Nancy Naslas:  So, it will be the regular DEP form, then the boilerplate general conditions and no special conditions other than the one we just referred to regarding the downspouts and crushed stone.

Paul Locke:  It is such limited work and it is out of the flood plain so maybe we can simplify it, by just using the DEP form. 

Nancy Naslas:   There is one line and we can just put in that one special condition.  So, we have two choices.  

Paul Locke:  Keep the DEP simple.  

Nancy Naslas:  Use the standard DEP Order of Conditions form with the addition of one condition regarding  the crushed stone with the downspouts and not use the boiler plate.  Is that in agreement with everyone?  

Paul Locke:  Motion to approve.  Sean Kealey seconded, all in favor in aye.  

The form was filled out and signed.  

Nancy Naslas:  Nothing else on my list.  Regarding the meeting on the September 19, 2002, it is the Beebe School open house.  I will not be here.

David Valade:  I will be in Ireland.  

Nancy Naslas:  Since I will be absent and there will be a Notice of Intent, who would like to chair?

Paul Locke:  I will do it.

Nancy Naslas:  Thank you.

David Valade:  Who is the Notice of Intent for?

Nancy Naslas:  It is regarding Granite and Bernett.  This is all assuming that I have the package in my hands by Noon on Monday.  That is the deadline.  It is a property that is significantly in the flood plain with a lot of compensatory storage and many neighbor issues.  This is surrounded by water.  

Nancy Naslas:  I don’t have anything else.

Voted

David Valade moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m., Bruce Rider seconded the motion, all in favor, aye.

Respectfully submitted,

Meredith L. Beauchesne, Conservation Secretary

