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Present from the commission were:  David Carpenter, Sean Kealey, Susan Murphy, Nancy Naslas, Bruce Rider and David Valade.  Paul Locke was on vacation.

Present from the public were:  Dave Dickinson, Charles Fuller, Jeff Green, Dana Jewell and Susan Spranger.

The meeting came to order at 7:35 p.m.

Mail

A letter dated April 15, 2002 from the National Grid was just received regarding wood chip bales versus hay bales.  

Nancy mentioned that she has attended a couple of the low service storage working group meetings which is a selection process that they are going through with the MWRA and interested parties from the Fells, the Stoneham Conservation Commission and the City Department.  The list is getting shorter for their choice of sites to locate the underground water storage tank.  The next meeting is September 18, 2002 at 3 p.m. if anyone is interested in attending.  Nancy will plan on being there.

A letter from the DEP dated July 31, 2002 circulating a new draft summary of forest cutting practice regulations, and they are looking for input.

Three Board of Appeals Notifications:  16 Montvale Street to be held on August 7, 2002 at 7:45 p.m. for an addition to a single-family home, 180 Bay State Road to be held on August 28, 2002 at 7:45 p.m. for an addition on the side of an existing structure and 47 Dexter Road to be held on August 28, 2002 at 7:45 p.m. for zoning to legalize an existing single-family dwelling to a two-family dwelling.  

Two e-mails from Kevin Clancy at Aquatic Control giving updates on their contractual work performed at Swains Pond and Towners Pond.  They conducted treatments on Friday, August 2, 2002, and no water restrictions were associated with either treatment.  They said that they would be surveying Ell Pond, which they did and they were of the opinion that the vegetation appears to be in control, however, the water clarity was quite poor.  Therefore, they propose an algaecide treatment with no water use restrictions associated with the algaecide and that was schedule for yesterday, August 14th.

A new DEP Hydrology Manual, a new Massachusetts Inland & Wetlands Replication Guidelines, an Ispwich River Project and a Stormwater Workshop Brochure to be added to our library.

A NOI Application for 273 Howard Street from Dennis Taylor in agreement to hold his NOI hearing at our September 5th meeting.  I believe this is just for a Zone A and is for an addition to an existing single-family home.

Minutes

It was asked if everyone received the minutes from August 1, 2002 and if anyone had any comments.  Nancy Naslas moved to approve the minutes of August 1, 2002, David Valade seconded the motion, all in favor, aye.

Mount Hood Update 

Charles Fuller was present and gave an update.  Mr. Fuller asked if anyone had been up to see the site recently and announced that three out of the four wetlands areas have been completed with everything but the planting which can’t take place until September or October.  As of August 1st, the contractors are about 45% ahead of schedule.

The ledge removal at 12th green was completed on July 19, 2002 and a 12-inch drain, which connects wetlands 2 to stormwater basin, which then leads to wetlands 3, was completed.  The North isolated wetlands was completed two weeks ago, and wetland 2 had to be pumped down to do the work.  Because of virtually no rainfall, the puddle there today is only five inches in diameter.  I have been observing how wetlands 2 reacts to a rainstorm.  With no rain, the water level comes up and it has to be due to the water constriction from the very small drainage area which has ledge underneath it and soil on the bottom so we had to pump it down to do the work.  The water level is still increasing.  

The North isolated land, which is subject to flooding, that work has been completed.  The only one left is the South.  The dry weather has unenabled us to do the work.  Regarding wetlands 3 and with Collin Duncan’s approval, we actually expanded and made the wetland replication area as a widening area for B.   We had to get large equipment in there to do this.  It meant getting two machines.  We put down timber to walk the machines out, then had the first one bring up the material and scoop down because there was about two to three inches of sediment and then deposited that on the shore.  Lastly, the trucks took it away.  They then put down composted leaves.  Collin said if we exceeded the area, that is area 4-A, 4-B and 4-C and the replication area, which was done, the total area then that would be satisfactory.  We measured the area that was done after.  A map was shown regarding the area that had been refurbished and Mr. Fuller explained it.  Moved three trees from wetlands 3 back to wetlands 2 at Collin’s request because they were in the way and they were going to be destroyed.  So, the trees were moved to wetlands 2, which is a wet area.  Areas 4-B, 4-C and 4-E are up to 9,150 square feet and the area that we actually cleared was 9,420.  We completed it by 270 square feet.  As far as completion on these bodies of water, what is now done was not scheduled to be completed until August 29th, and what has been done in wetlands 2 was not scheduled to be done until October 11th and wetlands 3 was not to be completed until September 25th.  Do you have any questions?

Nancy:  The revegetation in any of those disturbed areas is just going to be weather dependant when things start getting wet again?  

Charles Fuller:  Yes.

Nancy:  Is that the plan?

Charles Fuller:  It is not scheduled to be happening until September or October.  Hopefully, we will get some rain by then.

Nancy:  What are some big-ticket items that you have on your schedule for the next two weeks that might be of interest to us? 

Charles Fuller:  We started spreading the topsoil.  

Nancy:  Is this the topsoil you have been producing on site.

Charles Fuller:  Yes, but it is not what is going on the fairway.  

Nancy:  What are you going to be putting on top of the topsoil?

Charles Fuller:   It will be seeded.  The areas in this area here will be seeded.  The fairway will receive sod.  The fairway will be done later because sod is already developed.  You just put it down over the topsoil.  Whereas the seed would be growing.

Nancy:  When do you seed it?  

Charles Fuller:  The areas will be seeded around early September.

Nancy:  Will it be bare until then?

Charles Fuller:  There is some wild grass and an area that won’t be mowed.  The sod on the fairway will go down in late September early October.

Nancy:  Okay.  Do any other commissioner’s have any questions regarding Mount Hood?

Public Meeting Regarding the Request for Determination of Applicability for Work Proposed by the City and the Ell Pond Committee to Spend Grant Money 

Nancy:  I have received your submittals.  The submittals were passed out.  Could we please have a short overview?

Dave Dickinson, President of Ell Pond Committee: Consistent with the 1995 Ell Pond Master Plan and the partnership with the city, we applied to the state DEM in December for a lake and pond program grant.  In March, we were notified that we were successful in getting the grant and a few months thereafter, the mayor informed us that he had been able to come up with the city’s share of the local match.  Originally, the non-profit match was to be $2,500, and giving the city’s fiscal situation, we increased that by $1,000 with the help of the Melrose Recycling Committee.  So, the total is a $18,000 grant.  Half of that comes from the state and half of that comes from the community.  Again, we are paying $3,500, and the city’s share is $5,500.  That is the fiscal situation.  

Basically, it is a shoreline restoration project and parking control project in the Memorial Knoll area of the Ell Pond Park.  Consistent with the city’s Master Plan with Ell Pond, we hope to install the last link of the gravel footpath and to connect the footpath on either side of it.  Also, on either side of that we will plant trees and shrubs.  Some trees and shrubs have been planted out there.  Number 3 is the removal of the degraded exercise facility at the Knoll.  It has been there 15 years or more and is in poor shape.  It is asphalt lined and is not safe.  Number 4 plan is to install a wooden guardrail in a limited stretch on the outside of the parking lot to prevent pedestrians from going on the grass areas.  It is really only the southern third of the parking lot that we have funding for at this point to put the guardrail up, but we would certainly like to put it elsewhere.  We just don’t have the funding for more.  As you know, that parking lot is very heavily used and it is in sad shape especially given that it is a Veteran’s Memorial.  So, that is a summary of the work.  

In going through the regulations under the Wetlands Protections Act, I did find a section noted here on Page 2 that listed the very same type of activities that we are planning to do and potentially exempting the applicant having to file a Notice of Intent for the work.  I looked at those regulations there.  It is 310CMR10.Ch. 61, 62, 64 and 65.  Certainly when we remove the exercise facility, we would have to put hail bales and erosion control around that.  Given our fiscal situation, I would ask your consideration that we carefully construct the big specifications such as the construction of the footpath and that we push hard so there is no stock piling overnight.  Also, we would require that they only dig as much of the footpath, which is six-feet deep and four-feet wide, and that they only dig as much of the footpath that they can fill in during any one particular day so that we don’t have to spend limited resources on hay bailing.  In addition, in some of the areas, the elevation is away from the pond towards the path so to install the hay bales would not help at all.  So, we ask for your consideration on that and welcome any questions that you might have.

Dave C:  The sections that you sited regarding riverfront areas I don’t think would apply to this project and 10.58 is riverfront areas.  

Dave Dickerson:  It isn’t the same?

Dave C:  Dave read the river description.  

Dave Dickerson:  We have no problems submitting the Notice of Intent.  I just wanted to point that out.

Dave C:  No, that is a good thing.  There may also be other exceptions in other areas.

Nancy:  I have a few comments and statements.  The new tress and shrubs that you are planting, do you have a list?  Whose guidance are you using in the selection of these trees and shrubs?

Dave Dickerson:  They would be native species from a variety of leaves.  I will be glad to go through the same process and give you a list.  

Nancy:  If you could just give us a list before you plant them and perhaps have Barbara Jesse’s expertise.  Her input can be quite valuable.

Dave Dickerson:  To tell you the truth, the way that we would work that is that the amount of trees and shrubs that are going to be planted depends on how the financing is going to work out.  If we get good prices, then we will plant more trees and shrubs. 

Nancy:  But prior to purchasing and planting, we could require that you submit a planting list.

Dave Dickerson:  Certainly.  

Nancy:  Regarding the guardrail.  Is it going to be a continuous guardrail or is it going to have gaps for people to walk through?

Dave Dickerson:  It would have gaps.  There is also an ongoing issue that we are coordinating with the Public Safety folks.  There is a Heliport area believe it or not.  There is a sign that is overgrown and can’t be seen.  So, we are trying to figure out if there should be a vehicle gate or just a pedestrian walkway of some sort for a stretcher.  We would have at least four pedestrian walkways and maybe a vehicle entrance for that.    

Dave C:  Where in relation to all of this is the baseball cage?

Dave V:  Explained the map to Dave C.

Nancy:  When you take out the exercise facility and remove the impervious surface, you will not be adding anything new after that other than just restoring the ground.  There will be no net increase.

Dave Dickerson:  In fact, a decrease.  We would match the existing ground soil elements in those areas.  So, we would just have the contractor match the surrounding grade around the facility.  Also, we maybe will be putting in two benches, some sitting boulders and benches.  We met with Parks Commission last week to do some research about the exercise facility.

Nancy:  I just want to confirm that there will be no net increase in fill when you fix up and or add the footpaths.  

Dave Dickerson:  Exactly.

Nancy:  You are also proposing to construct it in sections each day.  So, you will dig and put in your gravel the same day so you are not leaving any barrels at the end of the day, and the soil you are removing will leave the site.  You won’t be stockpiling any of the soil overnight.

Dave Dickerson:  Correct.  I would have it in the contractor’s contract.

Nancy:  As far as the gravel goes, I think that you would want to stockpile that overnight so you wouldn’t have to bring in a load every day.  I don’t see a problem with gravel if it is not for a long period of time.  The work you are proposing isn’t in the buffer zone to a resource area and no work is proposed in the resource areas.  I don’t have any other questions.  I just wanted to clarify those conditions that you have agreed to as part of the public meeting.  Does anyone else have questions or concerns?

Dave V:  I do have a question/concern.  I am assuming the path is going all the way from about where it says lawn up the parkway just like where you have drawn it in.  It looks like you are very close to the wetlands resource area just over the parkway.  So, maybe an additional stipulation with the contractor is if they are going to dig and fill on the same day and if it is raining or about to rain that day, they don’t work. It is very close to the wetlands, and if it does rain, it could have some infiltration.

Nancy:  In looking at that same corner of the soccer field right next to the guardrail, I think that having that half there is a good idea because there is a little open area right into the wetlands and improving the pathway is a good way of controlling pedestrian flow and it will also protect the wetlands.  

Dave Dickeron:  It is a little bit of a tight squeeze there but there is enough room to squeeze a path between the fence to the right of the soccer field and to the east.

Nancy:  I have one more question.  I don’t know if anyone else has noticed but there are a couple of piles of dirt in the Knoll parking lot.  Do you know what those are about?  

Dana Jewell:  That soil that has been there for about three or four weeks.

Nancy:  I have been away.  Do you know where it came from?

Dana Jewell:  I assume ELM.  They resoded the field in the past week so some of the old sod is laying there.  There are two separate piles there.  The dirt is not ours.

Nancy:  Right now, there are a couple piles of unprotected dirt right on the Knoll parking lot so we need to get that cleared up.  Does anyone want to talk to ELM or the Parks Department to find out about the piles of dirt?

Dave C:  I will.

Nancy:  Do the commissioners have any further comments on this request?  Motion to open to the public for any comment, second, all in favor, aye.

Nancy:  Are there are members of the public that would like to comment on this Request for Determination?  No public comments.  I close the public comments, Bruce Rider second, all in favor, aye.

Nancy:  Do you want me to go get the RDA form?  

DaveV:  I move for a minute recess.

Nancy:  It comes under Negative Determination.  The Negative Determination Item No. 2 says the work described in the request if it is in an area subject for protection under the act, will not remove fill, dredge or alter that area, therefore, said work does not require the filing of a Notice of Intent, or No.3 says the work described in the request is within the buffer zone as defined in the regulations but will not alter an area subject to protection under the act, therefore, said work does not require the filing of a Notice of Intent subject to the following conditions if any.     

Dave V:  That sounds like the best options.  We can outline the conditions that we talked about – that you haybail around the area, the fill, etc.

Nancy:  Can’t we just refer to those conditions as outlined in the minutes of our public meeting.

Dave V:  It is probably best that we put it in.  Then when they put together a contractor’s proposal, he can give out the requirements that we put in.  

Nancy:  Okay.  So, that would be your motion?

Dave V:  Move to issue a Negative Determination for No. 3 with the conditions that we discussed.

Hay bales be placed around the exercise area where the asphalt and equipment is being removed

No work is done during the rain or if it looks like rain is forecasted for that day

No storing soil overnight but gravel is okay

Submit a planting list 

Construct in sections

The path be excavated and filled during the same day

Nancy:  With those six-conditions, do we have a motion for finding a Negative Determination for No. 3? Sean Kealey seconded the motion, all in favor, aye.  We will fill out this form for you.  When do you expect to start work?


Dave Dickerson:  Within the next couple of months.   This work will effect the carnival because they back their eighteen-wheelers right up to the shore area.   We have no problem with the trucks on the hard top area of the Knoll or on the heliport area.  We will coordinate with the carnival folks to work it out.

Nancy:  If you do any more than this, you need to come back.

Dave V:  If they do spill diesel, we need to know.

Nancy:  I will finish up this form in the next couple of days and mail a copy to you and drop one off at the Planning Department to Denise Gaffery.

Calls

Bernett Street and Granite Street--that was a lot that was originally three houses and changed it to two.  And NOI has expired.  I received a call from Tony Salamanca asking to review that file, and he is going to be acting on behalf of the owner to reapply for another Notice of Intent for the second house.

A call regarding Spot Pond Brook and where does it go through Melrose and how will Pembroke effect it.

Someone called regarding the Clover Circle development and the drainage.  I called them back but haven’t heard back yet from then.  

Someone else called up about land donation.  I called her back and she is on vacation.   David V, can I have her call you instead of me?

 Dave V:  Yes.

Nancy:  Has anything happened with the storm water RFQ?

Susan:  I meant to call Joe to find out where they went with this.  As of the last meeting, I don’t know what happened or whom they went with.  

Nancy:  That is all I have.   Do any other commissioners have any other business to bring up?  Motion to open for a public comment.

20 Maple Terrace – Jeff Green 

I have a septic tank, and I think that the septic tank could be in a buffer zone where there is a brook running through my property and across the street is Melrose Conservation land.  I have an opportunity to run sewerage.  I talked to Joe Lynch, and he told me to hire an engineer and then to submit something to the Conservation Committee.  We had four estimates and all they want about $3,000 to $4,000.  I had the land surveyed about ten years ago.  I have a guy who is a licensed sewer pipe layer, and he told me he would work by the day.  He would dig it, set the stone and pipe and run it down.  

Nancy:  Where exactly is the house?

Jeff Green:  It is the last house on Maple Terrace.

Nancy:  Did you do your driveway not too long ago?

Jeff Green:  Yes.   The brook goes down across the driveway and then it crosses the street, but I would like to go along the filled in hill and cut into the street and hook into the sewer.  

Nancy:  If you are coming down the hill from your house, the brook runs along the right side of the street?

Jeff Green:  Yes, the brook is on the right and then it cuts under.  I put the culvert in about 20 years ago.  That goes across the street.  So, when I run the sewer line, I can completely avoid the brook all together.  There is a spot where the brook kind of intersects and would be about 20 feet from the brook but it is in the buffer zone and not in the wetlands area or anything.  Some trees would have to come down to get the machines in.  It could be a big job.  I think it can be done without a big expense.  I talked to Joe Lynch about it.  I have a guy who will be $1,000 a day.  I have a friend who is an engineer that can size the pump and everything for me.  The only problem is that at the very end I would come down and there is a manhole cover.

Nancy:  Is that where you would connect in?

Jeff Green:  Yes.  I think that there was a connection there before.  The hole really drops down.  Underneath the manhole is it about three feet.  Right in that area is the only area that would have to be perked up a little bit.  I talked to Mark Beckford and he has no problem if I run sewer through is property.  

Nancy:  So, you need to find out from us exactly what paperwork you need to file regarding the Protection Act.  You need to come to us to show us exactly what you are proposing.  Just so you know, in that same area we have had a lot of community concern regarding drainage.  

Jeff Green:  There are a lot of drainage problems in that area.

Nancy:  People in that area have been putting in swimming pools and have had to file a Notice of Intent.  

Jeff Green:  Joe Lynch told me to see what the Conservation Committee wants.  If I run it down my driveway to the sewer, it is about 600 feet.  If I go across the lawn, it is still about 400 feet.  Joe said $50 a foot and then it is about $30,000 for the pipe, and then if I need a pump for the tank and all of that stuff, I will not be able to afford this.  I know where the brook is, and I am in the buffer zone but it is not undisturbed land.  It will improve the area.  

Nancy:  I am sure it is in your favor taking out the septic system.  We need to reinforce the Wetlands Protection Act.  You can do the Request for Determination for Applicability.  You can do the Request like the Ell Pond Committee did tonight to see if we would either let the work go as proposed or go with the Notice of Intent on that work we impose certain conditions.  We have also reviewed Requests for 

Determination where we have decided that we didn’t have enough information to make that kind of a finding, and we have sent people away for a Notice of Intent.  Tonight, I can give you both sets of forms and you can see what they entail.

Dave V:  From my perspective as a member of the commission, whichever way we approach it, if we said the Request of Determination was okay and we gave you an exemption on that we still need whatever hay bailing plans and stuff, we still would need the mitigation stuff that you put in place because one of the things that is going to be different with yours is that you will have a trench that would probably be open overnight for a while unlike where they were going to do a walkway and that they are going to fill it immediately.  So, we would know how your hay bales are going in, how you are going to protect the stream, etc. for the whole length of the project.  That is something we need no matter which way you approach this.

Jeff Green:  I don’t have a problem with any of that.

Dave V:  The other thing and this is more of personal thing is that the neighbor that said you can go through his yard, I would check to see if you have an easement or a legal right because if he every sells his property, the new people could make you take it out.  You are also on a private way and because it is a private way, you actually own a section of the road.  That is something we have no jurisdiction over.  That is just for your own personal note. 

Jeff Green:  I just wanted to come down and see how you felt.  

Dave C:  If he is doing a project that involves somebody else’s property, he has to get that person to sign off on whatever applications he is doing as the property owner.  

Susan:  We need to know where it is exactly going to go and if you are changing the grade.  

Dave V:  I want to just clarifying something.  When you are saying “grade”, you are talking about the pitch of the pipe as opposed to your intent of whatever the level is now.  It is going to be the same after you are done.  You dig it out and you fill it in.  Because when you said, “change the grade”, that implies to us you are adding soil or removing it from the site.

Dave V:  Can you get your guy who wants to do the work for you to draw up a couple of different options.  

Jeff Green:  I really don’t want the engineers, etc.  

Jeff Green:  If I do a gravity pipe, I don’t have to maintain the binder.  I want to try to go for the six- inch and then go with the pump and the binder.  I have to have an idea what it is going to cost.  If I replace the septic, there are no low interest loans and no programs to hook into sewer.  

Dave V:  Check with the MWRA. 

Nancy:  I will give you the forms.  We really don’t know until we have the details and forms, etc.   Any further motions or comments?

Voted

Dave Carpenter moved to adjourn the meeting, Dave Valade seconded the motion, all in favor, aye.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Meredith L. Beauchesne, Conservation Secretary

